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Abstract: A lectotype is designated here for Hopea
canarensis Hole.
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Introduction
The genus Hopea Roxb. (Dipterocarpaceae) consists
of about 104 species distributed mainly in the Indo-
malayan region (Mabberley, 2017). In India, 12 species
and one variety have been recorded from various
geographical regions (Janardhanan, 1993). Among the
ten endemic species from the Western Ghats, eight
have restricted distributions in Kerala and are
threatened (Nayar et al., 2014; Sasidharan, 2017; Robi
et al., 2020). As a part of the revision of the genus
Hopea, the authors found the name H. canarensis Hole
has not been typified. The species was rediscovered
by Ravikumar and Goraya (1999) after a lapse of 80
years from Kudremukha MPCA, Sringeri Taluk,
Chikmagalur district, Karnataka. After consulting the
protologues, types and other relevant specimens/
digital images at A, ARUN, ASSAM, BM, BSI, BN,
CALI, DD, E, FRLH, HIFP, K and MH, a lectotype
is designated here according to Article 9.3 of the
Shenzhen Code (Turland et al., 2018).

Typification
Hopea canarensis Hole, Indian Forester 44: 575. 1918
& Indian Forest Rec. 7(3): 1. 1919; Saldanha & E.Rao
in Saldanha, Fl. Karnataka 1: 192. 1984; Janardhanan

in B.D.Sharma & Sanjappa, Fl. India 3. 321. 1993;
T.S.Nayar et al., Fl. Plants W. Ghats 1: 325. 2014.
Lectotype (designated here): INDIA, Karnataka,
Ander Reserve, Udupi Range, Mangalore North
Division, Madras 18.06.1917, C.D. McCarthy
18217 (DD [DD18217!]).         Fig. 1

Notes: Hopea canarensis was described by Hole
(1918) based on the material collected by F.A.
Lodge in 1913 and C.D. McCarthy in 1917. Lodge
collected two fruiting specimens of this species from
‘hill forest of South Canara’ and dispatched them
to Dehra Dun for identification. McCarthy
collected flowering specimen from the same tree
and sent them to Dehra Dun, based on which Hole
published H. canarensis as a novelty. Hole (l.c.)
provided only a few characters (lateral nerves,
rounded or cordate base of the leaves, glandular
nerves on the axils, longer petioles, eciliate calyx
lobes, ovoid or oblong stylopodium and broader
fruit wings) that differentiate H. canarensis from its
allied species H. glabra Wight & Arn. and H.
racophloea Dyer. A full description and illustration
were subsequently published by Hole (1919). While
publishing this taxon, Hole did not designate any
type specimens and mentioned different collection
numbers (6309, 6310, 10251-10252, 18214, 18216-
18222). Also, the collection locality was not
specified precisely in the protologue, where it was
mentioned only as ‘hill forest of South Canara’.
However, the herbarium sheets contained the
details of the location (Andar Reserve, Udupi
Range, Mangalore North Division, Madras). We
have traced five herbarium sheets (6310!, 10252!,
18214!, 18217! and 18220!) from the Forest Research
Institute herbarium (DD), and one each from A
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(A00014405 digital image!) and BM (BM000603271
digital image!). The specimen collected by McCarthy
(Coll. no. 18217) is well suited as lectotype because
it bears well preserved flowers which help to
distinguish H. canarensis from other allied species
whereas the specimens of Lodge (Coll. no. 6310 and
10252) were represented by only a few leaves and of
a fruit. Further, the specimen at DD (Coll. no.
18217) contains all the details such as locality, date
of collection and collection number and fits with
the description and illustration as mentioned in the
protologue, is considered as the best choice and
designated here as the lectotype according to ICN
Art. 9.3 of the Shenzhen code (Turland et al., 2018).
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