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Abstract: The name Allium prattii C.H.Wright
(Amaryllidaceae) is lectotypified here.
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Introduction
The genus Allium L. (Amaryllidaceae), comprising
about 987 species, is one of the largest genera in
monocotyledonous angiosperms distributed in the
northern hemisphere (POWO, 2020). In India, over
36 species of Allium are reported (Karthikeyan et al.,
1989), of which 32 occur in the Himalaya (Sinha et
al., 2019). During the floristic study of the Sikkim
Himalaya, Allium prattii C.H.Wright was collected
from Dzongri area of West Sikkim. A detailed
survey of the literature (Wright, 1903; Stearn, 1994;
Dasgupta, 2006) revealed that a proper type was
not designated for the name. After studying the type
specimens at BM, CAL, G, K, MPU and P (Thiers,
continuously updated) and comparison with the
protologue, the lectotype is selected in accordance
with the provisions in Art. 9.3 of the ICN (Turland
et al., 2018).

Typification
Allium prattii C.H.Wright, J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 36
(250): 124. 1903.

Lectotype (designated here): CHINA, West
Szechuen (Sichuan) and Tibetan Frontier, chiefly

near Tachienlu at 9,000–13,500 ft., Pratt 576 (K
[K000464580 digital image!]); isolecto (BM
[BM000958327 digital image!]; CAL
[CAL0000001088!]).                      Fig. 1

Residual syntypes: CHINA, Thibet (Tibet)
Oriental, Tongolo (principality of Kiala), 1893,

Fig. 1. Lectotype of Allium prattii C.H.Wright (A.E. Pratt 576,
K000464580 http://specimens.kew.org/herbarium/K000464580.) ©
The Board of Trustees of Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. Reproduced
with permission.
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J.A. Soulié 699 (G [G00165015, G00165015 digital
images!]; MPU [MPU017665 digital image!]; P
[P00748041, P00748042 digital images!]).
Notes: The name Allium prattii was established by
Wright in 1903 based on the specimens of A.E.
Pratt collected from Szechuen (Sichuan) Tachienlu
(collection no. 576) and J.A. Soulié from Tongolo
(collection no. 669) at K.  However, we have been
unable to locate any specimens of J.A. Soulié from
Tongolo (collection no. 669) - deposited at K. A
search at various herbaria revealed three specimens
collected by A.E. Pratt from Tachienlu
(CAL0000001088!, [BM000958327; K000464580
digital images!]) and five specimens of Soulie’s from
Tongolo (G00165015, G00165016, MPU017665,
P00748041, P00748042 digital images!). Among
them, the sheet K000464580 has the original
annotation of C.H. Wright (“filament simple
connate at the very base, alternate, lanceolate”) on
the sheet. This specimen is complete and agrees well
with the details provided in the protologue. Hence,
it is designated here as the lectotype for the name,
Allium prattii as per Art. 9.3 of the ICN (Turland et
al., 2018).
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