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Abstract 

Petiveria alliacea L., a native of Central America, had been reported earlier to occur 

in 'vild in West Bengal of India. This is the first report of this species in Peninsular 

part of the country. Detailetl description, illustration and relevant notes are providetl. 

INTRODUCTION 

Petiveria alliacea L. is a Central American species which got naturalized in some parts of 
the world. In India, it was first reported to have got naturalized in West Bengal (Dutta & Mitra, 
1961; Ghosh & Sikdar, 1983). Sivarajan and Indira Balachandran ( 1987) while discussing on the 
medicinal properties of plants of Phytolaccaceae, incidentally mentioned its occurrence in India, 
hut without specific area of its distrihution. Since then, there has been no specific report of the 
species as occurring in other parts of the country. 

During the course of the studies on aromatic plants of Kerala, this species was collected 
from waste lands of Thiruvananthapuram district in Kerala state where it was found growing in 
sizeable populations. The present collection, therefore, forms a new record of the species for 
Peninsular lndia. A detailed description, illustration and relevant notes are provided for ea-;y 
identification. 

Petiveria alliacea L., Sp. Pl. 342. 1753; Walter in Engl., Pflanreich 39: 118. 1909; Backer in Fl. 
Males. Ser. I. 4: 230. 195 l; Dutta & Mitra, Ind. For. 87: 304. 1961; Backer & Bakh. f., Fl. 
Java I: 227. 1963; Nayar et al., Bull. Bot. Surv. India 15: 225. 1973; Bennet, Fl. Howrah 
Dist. 146. 1979. (Fig. I). 










